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INFRASTRUCTURE AND

FACILITIES

World-class infrastructure is another key requirement. Nations must have at least
two ICC-accredited venues capable of hosting One Day International matches. In
addition, they must provide adequate facilities to sustain domestic competitions, in-
cluding training grounds, stadiums, and support systems.

This ensures that cricket can be played, developed, and showcased at an interna-

tional standard within the country.

DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS

AND CAPACITY BUILDING

Finally, the ICC places strong emphasis on grassroots development. Over a mini-
mum of four years, countries must implement structured coaching and talent identifi-
cation programs aimed at increasing participation and enjoyment of the game.

Equally important is the training of key personnel; coaches, umpires, curators, and
scorers, who form the backbone of a professional cricketing ecosystem. These pro-
grams ensure that growth is not only visible at the top level but deeply rooted across

all layers of the sport.

A HOLISTIC PATH

TO EXCELLENCE

The journey from Associate to Full Member status is both challenging and transfor-
mative. It requires a nation to excel in governance, finance, performance, infrastruc-
ture, and development simultaneously. The success stories of Afghanistan and Ire-
land illustrate that with vision, investment, and persistence, emerging cricket nations
can rise to the highest level.

Ultimately, ICC Full Membership is not just a reward for past achievements; it is a
commitment to sustaining excellence and contributing meaningfully to the global

growth of cricket.




PROVEN INTERNATIONAL

PERFORMANCE

On-field success remains a crucial pillar. To qualify for Full Membership, Associate
nations must consistently compete at the highest levels. This includes appearing on
the ICC Men’s ODI rankings and participating in major tournaments such as the ICC
Cricket World Cup and ICC Men’s T20 World Cup.

More significantly, aspiring nations must prove their competitiveness by defeating
established Full Member teams; particularly those ranked in the top ten. These vic-
tories must come both in global tournaments and bilateral series over an extended

period, dmmonstrating that success is not accidental but sustained.

ROBUST DOMESTIC AND

PARTICIPATION STRUCTURES

A thriving domestic cricket system is essential for long-term success. Applicant na-
tions must maintain structured domestic competitions, including 50-over and T20
tournaments with at least three competitive teams. These tournaments should carry
official status, ensuring a professional standard of play.

Beyond senior cricket, countries must invest in youth and women’s pathways, cre-
ating opportunities for talent identification and progression. A strong and growing

player base is critical, supported by increasing participation levels and consistent

development over several years.




STRONG GOVERNANCE

AND FINANCIAL STABILITY

At the core of Full Membership lies effective governance. Applicant
countries must demonstrate a well-structured administrative system
supported by a detailed constitution. This includes clear rules on mem-

bership, voting rights, and annual general meetings, as well as strict

policies on anti-corruption, anti-doping, and ethical conduct.

Equally important is financial transparency and sustainability. Na-
tions are required to present four years of fully audited accounts
without significant discrepancies. Additionally, they must generate
at least 10% of their revenue independently; beyond ICC funding;
while maintaining a healthy financial balance, including manage-
able debt levels and positive asset positions. These requirements

ensure that a cricket board can operate independently and re-

sponsibly.




FROM ASSOCIATE TO ELITE

THE ROAD TO ICC FULL MEMBERSHIP

In the modern era of international cricket, achieving Full Member sta-
tus in the International Cricket Council (ICC) represents the highest
level of recognition for any cricketing nation. It is a milestone that re-

flects not only on-field success but also strong governance, infrastruc-

ture, and long-term development. A historic example came in June
2017, when Afghanistan and Ireland were awarded Full Member-
ship during the ICC’s Annual General Meeting in London. Their
elevation ended a 17-year gap since Bangladesh became a Full
Member in 2001, signaling a new era of opportunity for emerging
cricket nations.

But reaching this elite level is no simple achievement. The ICC
has established a comprehensive and demanding set of criteria
that Associate Members must meet, ensuring that only well-round-

ed and sustainable cricket systems are promoted.







